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RIGHT: This modern bath features KraffMaid
Cabinetry’s Lustra Collection in Sterling
Gloss and Bianco Gloss Finishes.

photo courtesy of KraftMaid Cabinetry

BeLow: ONDINE's Krystal™Electronic Light
Shower combines an illuminated water
column (in blue, green, yellow or white)
and Strass® Swarovski® Crystals.

photo courtesy of ONDINE

have an alternate drain with an overflow, so
you have to watch how far you fill them.”

Granite vanities are still going strong,
according to Les Petrie, former president of
the National Kitchen and Bath Association
and owner of Mother Hubbard’s Custom
Cabinetry in Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania.
“Lowes and Home Depot are importing gran-
ite vanity tops with the bowls already in
them. If you have a standard size, they are
surprisingly affordable.”

“Limestone is also very big on vanity
countertops,” Young adds.

“] use comfort-height toilets in nearly
every bath I do,” says Nunan. “They’re about
two inches higher than typical toilets, mak-
ing them more comfortable for the majority
of people and particularly appreciated by
those with knee problems or disabilities. My
favorite is Kohler’s Cimaron™ because it fits
most decors and I can get a round front
instead of an elongated one — which saves
space in small powder rooms.

“Cast iron tubs are very popular, as long as
we have the space and can support the
weight,” Nunan continues. “Very few people
want two-person tubs. It seems the bath is
one place people want to relax alone, so they
don’t want to waste the space. Air jets are
still in vogue, but many people are content
with a nice soaking tub.

“Years ago, there was a trend to raise or
lower a tub. But homeowners found those
slippery, wet tile steps were a nightmare. So

today, tubs are usually installed in a deck,
typically 18 inches wide, so the bather can sit
on the edge and swing their feet over. I put the
controls on the outside of the tub...to make it
easy to fill the tub before you get into it.

“I also add a horizontal grab bar six to
eight inches above the deck and a vertical
grab bar at the control panel. Many compa-
nies are now producing attractive grab bars. |
recently used a Kohler grab bar in brushed
nickel that matched the fixtures in the rest of
the room.”

“Qil rubbed bronze, brushed nickel and
stainless faucets will be around for several
years at least,” predicts Young. “Antique
pewter faucets are also common and dis-
tressed, brushed brass is coming back, as seen
in Moen’s Showhouse® line.”

For added convenience, Price Pfister’s
Catalina™ lavatory pullout faucet offers four
spray or stream options, in polished chrome
or brushed nickel. The 8-Setting Deluxe
Personal Shower Kit from Danze® accommo-
dates tall and short bathers with a 24-inch
slide-bar that allows users to adjust the
personal shower wand to an ideal height.

For extra pizzazz, Ondine’s new electronic
light showerhead (ELS) uses fiber optics, col-
ored halogen light and Strass® Swarovski®
crystals to bath users in a blue, green, yellow
or white illuminated water column (each
providing the user with a different type of
color therapy). Suggested list prices for the
Chrome and Polished Gold Krystal™ ELS are
$10,000 and $15,000 respectively.



GETTING WIRED

Although electronic faucets are now avail-
able for home use (at a hefty price tag),
they’re not popular, even among the dis-
abled, says Nunan. “People have seen them
malfunctioning in public restrooms, so
they’re leery about their reliability. And, if
the home’s electricity is off, the faucet won’t
work at all.

“Another recent product that hasn’t
caught on, at least among my clients, is the
television in the mirror,” Nunan continues.
“Again, it’s pricey and not all that practical.
The television isn’t clear unless you’re looking
straight into the mirror. My clients want to be
able to see the TV when they’re in the tub or
anywhere in the bath. So they prefer a flat
panel on the wall or a television in a cabinet.

“There are a few innovations my clients
are wild about, however. I'd say the hottest
new thing is having a phone in the bath. I
put a phone jack in nearly every bath I do.
With baths turning into spas, people want
the convenience, and with more folks getting
older, they want the security of having a
phone in the bath. I install a Lutron® power
jack near the toilet or sink area. The phone
jack and the electric are both in one, so
there’s no wire hanging down.

“Another handy gadget is a countdown
timer from Lutron. It can be hooked up to any
exhaust fan and ensures the fan will stay on for
the specified time after you've left the bath.

“I also put an outlet near the toilet. A lot
of older or injured people would like to have
a bidet, but don’t have the space for it. But
Toto has a bidet you can put on top of your
toilet and plug it in. Having an outlet in
place provides the option if it’s desired later.

“Last, but not least, is Lutron’s GRAFIK®
Eye Control that allows homeowners to
reduce the number of switch plates in a
room. Rather than having five light switches
on the wall, you can have one with five but-
tons. Then you program it so one button
turns on your recessed lights, another turns
on the light over the vanity, another the
radiant heating, one controls the exhaust fan
and one turns on dimmers.

“The program is in a main panel some-
where else in the home — probably the laundry
room or the basement. I use these controls in
kitchens and baths, but they’re particularly
nice in the bath — where you may not have
much wall space and don’t want to clutter it
up with a bunch of switch plates. Plus, they
come in nearly any color you’d want.”
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“A few decades ago, opulence was the pri-
mary design theme in master baths,” recalls
Reimer. “Today, rich colors and textures are
still very important, but design has become
more thoughtful. Comfort and safety no
longer take a back seat to appearance. And
that dual approach of practicality combined
with pleasing aesthetics has spread to every
bath in the home.” =

BELOW: This vanity fop is a custom terrazzo.
photo courtesy of SeniTile

LOWER LEFT: Linen cabinets often divide
vanities. (Merillat Masterpiece’s Civano
Square shown in Nutmey Glaze Finish
with Maple and Onyx Accents)

photo courtesy of www.Merillat.com

LOWER RIGHT: Livinglass is sealed with
anneadled ylass — making it suitable
for bath use.

photo courtesy of Livinglass




